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Donna Babylon demonstrates a great 
drapery technique using grommets and 
shares some tips for making draperies. 
 
 
Watch the video for this project online at: 
http://youtu.be/_KbshT5iynQ 
 

 

 

 
  
Donna Babylon 
Donna@MoreSplashThanCash.com 
 
Round Up The Following: 
Decorator fabric for the curtain* 
Coordinating fabric for the upper cuff (only if your are making version 1)* 
Lining fabric*  

http://www.itsseweasytv.com/
http://youtu.be/_KbshT5iynQ
http://www.itsseweasytv.com


Thread to match decorator and lining fabrics 
Decorative rod (no larger than 1 3/8-inch diameter), mounting brackets, and finials 
Large grommets, 1 9/16-inch diameter (an even number for each curtain panel) 
 
*Calculated to fit your window. 
 
Suggested fabrics for this project include drapery-weight cotton fabric, quilt-weight cotton fabric, linen, silk, or 
jacquard. 
 
Go Figure 
 
1. Mount the rod above the window. Measure from the top edge of the  curtain rod to the desired 
finished length. That’s measurement A: ___. 
2. Add 10½ inches to this measurement to get measurement B: ___. This is  the cut-length measurement. 
3. Measure the distance between the brackets and multiply this number by  1½ or 2 (depending on how 
full you want the curtain to be). That’s  measurement C: ___.  
4. The width of your fabric is measurement D: ___. 
5. Divide C by D to get measurement E: ___. Round up to the nearest whole  number. This is the number of 
fabric widths you need to cut. 
6. The fabric’s repeat distance (if applicable) is measurement F: ___. 
7. Divide B by F to get measurement G: ___. Round up to the nearest whole  number. This is the additional 
amount of fabric needed (in inches) to  match the repeat design. 
8.  Multiply F by G to get measurement H: ___. 
9.  Multiply H by E to get measurement I: ___. 
10. Finally, divide I by 36 inches for the total yardage needed for the decorator  fabric for the lower 
section: ___.   
 
 
Lining  
1. Measure from the top edge of the curtain rod to the desired finished  length. Add 7½ inches to get 
BB: ___. This is the cut-length measurement for the lining. 
2. Multiply BB by E (determined above): ___.  
3. Finally, divide by 36 inches for the total yardage needed for the lining fabric: ___. 
 
On the Cutting Edge 
1. Straighten one end of the fabric. Cut one fabric width to the cut-length  measurement (B). 
2. Using this panel as a guide, cut additional fabric widths (E). Don’t forget to match the design repeats as 
you cut the additional fabric widths. 

 
 
Lining  
1. Straighten one end of the lining fabric. Cut one fabric width to the cut-length measurement (BB). 
2. Cut additional fabric widths (E). 
 
 
Version 1 

Divide the decorator fabrics widths to create two curtain panels according  to the number of widths you 
cut. Then sew the widths right sides together to create separate panels; match repeats if necessary. Finish seams 
as desired (use a zigzag stitch or pink the raw edges). Press the seams open. 
 
1. Stitch the lining fabric widths together as needed. Cut the lining 6 inches  narrower and 1 inch shorter 
than each curtain panel. 
2. Hem the bottom edge of each lining panel with a double 3-inch hem. 
3. Hem the bottom edge of the curtain panel with a double 4-inch hem. 
4. Center the lining over the curtain panel, right sides together. The curtain  panel should extend 3 inches 
beyond each side edge of the lining. Pin, making sure the top edges of the decorator and lining fabrics are even 
and  the bottom edge of the lining is 1 inch shorter than the curtain panel. Stitch the fabrics together along the 



top edge. 
5. Bring the lining over to the wrong side of the decorator fabric. Press the  top edge smooth, including
the remaining ½-inch top seam allowance that extends on each side of the lining. Stitch close to the top edge 
through all layers to prevent the lining from showing on the right side. 
6. Hem the side edges of each curtain panel with a double 1½-inch hem, encasing the lining into the hem.
Optional: Diagonally fold the bottom edge of the side hem to form a mitered corner. Hand stitch in place. 

The Finish Line 
1. On the lining, draw a line across the width of the curtain 2½ inches from  the top finished edge.
2. Plan the placement of the grommets. The centers of the first and last grommet should be 2 inches from
each side edge. Divide the remaining area evenly for the number of grommets you are using . Always use an 

even number of grommets. 
3. Position the grommet template (included in the grommet package), on the drawn line and trace the slots
at each grommet mark. Pin around the mark so the fabric does not shift. Cut out the grommet circle. Follow the 
package directions to insert the grommets.  
4. Insert the rod through the grommets.
5. Attach the rod to the brackets.
6. With your hands, arrange your curtains into attractive folds.

These instructions were excerpted from Decorating Sewlutions: Learn to Sew as You Decorate Your 
Home by Donna Babylon. Used with permission of publisher. This is for your personal use only and cannot be 
shared with others in any format without permission from the publisher, Windsor Oak Publishing, P. O. Box 
1603, Westminster, MD 21157 

About Decorating Sewlutions…  
Never before has so much practical decorating advice and sewing know-how been assembled in one place. Best 
of all, you need only three basic sewing techniques to make all the projects in this book. An any of them would 
make a powerful decorating statement in your room.  

This book isn't just for scared silly beginners—it’s also perfect for decorating divas and DIYers. You'll learn: 

• tested decorating and sewing techniques from an industry insider
• proven methods to make over 100 projects
• surefire strategies to customize projects to make them your own
• the secrets behind letting the fabric do most of the work for you

For more information about the project presented here, her books, and her indie pattern line, RoomMates™, 
Visit Donna at www.MoreSplashThanCash.com 
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